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John Pilger talks to Julian Assange — U.S. election
secrets and political asylum

By John Pilger
7 November 2016

In an interview with John Pilger two days
ago in London, broadcast by RT courtesy
of Dartmouth Films, Julian Assange is
emphatic that the 30,322 Clinton emails
released this year did not come from the
Russian Government.

John Pilger:

What's the significance of the FBI's
intervention in these last days of the U.S.
election campaign, in the case against Hillary
Clinton?

Julian Assange:

If you look at the history of the FBI, it has
become effectively America's political police.
The FBI demonstrated this by taking down the
former head of the CIA [General David
Petraeus] over classified information given to

his mistress. Almost no-one is

untouchable. The FBI is always trying to
demonstrate that no-one can resist us. But
Hillary Clinton very conspicuously resisted the
FBI's investigation, so there’s anger within the
FBI because it made the FBI look

weak. We've published about 33,000 of
Clinton's emails when she was secretary of
state. They come from a batch of just over
60,000 emails, [of which] Clinton has kept
about half - 30,000 - to herself and we've
published about half.

Then there are the Podesta emails we've been
publishing. [John] Podesta is Hillary Clinton’s
primary campaign manager, so there’s a
thread that runs through all these emails; there
are quite a lot of pay-for-play, as they call it,
giving access in exchange for money to
states, individuals and corporations. [These
emails are] combined with the cover up of the
Hillary Clinton emails when she was secretary
of state, [which] has led to an environment
where the pressure on the FBI increases.

John Pilger:
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The Clinton campaign has said that Russia is
behind all of this, that Russia has manipulated
the campaign and is the source for WikiLeaks
and its emails.

‘No evidence #Assange needed
Russia to access #Clinton emails’ (Op-
Edge) https://t.co/rD520ks0uW

— RT (@RT_com) November 4, 2016

Julian Assange:

The Clinton camp has been able to
project that kind of neo-McCarthy
hysteria: that Russia is responsible for
everything. Hilary Clinton stated
multiple times, falsely, that 17 U.S.
intelligence agencies had assessed
that Russia was the source of our
publications. That is false; we can say
that the Russian Government is not
the source.

WikiLeaks has been publishing for ten
years and in those ten years we have
published 10 million documents,
several thousand individual
publications, several thousand
different sources — and we have
never got it wrong.

John Pilger:

The emails that give evidence of
access for money and how Hillary
Clinton herself benefited from this and
how she is benefitting politically, are
quite extraordinary. I'm thinking

of when the Qatari representative was
given five minutes with Bill Clinton for
a $1 million cheque.

Julian Assange:

And $12 million from Morocco ...

John Pilger:

$12 million from Morocco, yeah.

Julian Assange:

For Hillary Clinton to attend [a party].

Julian Assange Just Released
the ISIS Donor List, Hillary is
At the Top
https://t.co/57FAG8X5Cm

pic.twitter.com/v52smWIT8n

— PoliticsNewsUS4
(@PoliticsNewsUS4) October
31,2016

John Pilger:

In terms of the foreign policy of
the United States, that’s where
the emails are most revealing,
where they show the direct
connection between Hillary
Clinton and the foundation of
jihadism, of ISIL, in the Middle
East. Can you talk about how
the emails demonstrate the
connection between those who
are meant to be fighting the
jinadists of ISIL, are actually
those who have helped create
it.

Julian Assange:
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There’s an early 2014 email from Hillary
Clinton, not so long after she left the [U.S]
State Department, to her campaign manager
John Podesta that states ISIL is funded by the
governments of Saudi Arabia and Qatar. Now
this is the most significant email in the whole
collection — and perhaps because Saudi and
Qatari money is spread all over the Clinton
Foundation. Even the U.S. Government
agrees that some Saudi figures have been
supporting ISIL, or ISIS. But the dodge has
always been that, well it’s just some rogue
princes, using their cut of the oil money to do
whatever they like, but actually the
government disapproves.

But that email says that no, it is the
governments of Saudi and Qatar that have
been funding ISIS.

John Pilger:
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The Saudis, the Qataris, the
Moroccans, the Bahrainis

- particularly the Saudis and
the Qataris - are giving all this
money to the Clinton
Foundation while Hilary Clinton
is [U.S] secretary of state and
the State Department is
approving massive arms
sales, particularly to Saudi
Arabia.

Julian Assange:

Under Hillary Clinton, the
world’s largest ever arms deal
was made with Saudi Arabia,
[worth] more than $80

billion. In fact, during her
tenure as secretary of state,
total arms exports from the
United States in terms of the
dollar value, doubled.

Yesterday | joked the
new #Clinton
Campaign smear
would be the Russians
infiltrated the @FBI ! It
was a JOKE Hillary!
Not a PR strategy!

— FREE ASSANGE
(@AssangeFreedom)
October 30, 2016

John Pilger:

Of course, the
consequence of that is
that the notorious
terrorist group called
ISIl or ISIS is created
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largely with money from the very people who
are giving money to the Clinton Foundation.

Julian Assange:
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Yes.

John Pilger:

That’s extraordinary.

Julian Assange:

| actually feel quite
sorry for Hillary Clinton
as a person, because |
see someone who is
eaten alive by their
ambitions, tormented
literally to the point
where they become
sick; they faint as a
result of [the reaction]
to their ambitions. She
represents a whole
network of people and
a network of
relationships with
particular states. The
question is: how does
Hilary Clinton fit in this
broader

network? She's a
centralising cog.
You’ve got a lot of
different gears in
operation from the big
banks like Goldman
Sachs and major
elements of Wall
Street, and Intelligence
and people in the State
Department and the
Saudis.

She’s the centraliser
that inter-connects all
these different

cogs. She’s the
smooth central
representation of all

Page 4 of 12


http://www.goldmansachs.com/
http://www.goldmansachs.com/

that, and "all that" is more or less what is in
power now in the United States. It's what we
call the establishment or the DC consensus.
One of the more significant Podesta emails
that we released was about how the Obama
cabinet was formed and how half the Obama
cabinet was basically nominated by a
representative from Citibank. This is quite
amazing.

Who will draw
up Clinton's
cabinet? The
DNC?
Goldman
Sachs?
Citibank?
#PodestaEmail
s shows how
its done:

https://t.co/0aH
B7pV7u3

— WikiLeaks
(@wikileaks)
November 2
2016

John Pilger:
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Didn’t Citibank
supply a list ....
?

Julian
Assange:

Yes.

John Pilger:

... which
turned out to
be most of the
Obama
cabinet.

Julian
Assange:

Yes.

John Pilger:

So Wall Street
decides the
cabinet of the
president of the
United States?

Julian
Assange:

If you were
following the
Obama
campaign back
then, closely,
you could see it
had become
very close to
banking
interests.
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Hillary Clinton’s invasion. What do the emails Libya,
tell us about that? more

than

Julian anyone

Assan else’s

ge: war,
was
Hillary
Clinton’
s war.
Barak
Obama
initially
oppose
dit.
Who
was the
person
champi
oning it
? Hillar
y Clinto
n. That’
s docu
mented
through
out her
emails.
She
had put
her fav
oured
agent,
Sidney
Blumen
thal, on
to that;
there’s
more
than
1,700
emails
out of
the
33,000
Hillary
Clinton
emails
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that we've published, just about Libya. It's not
that Libya has cheap oil. She perceived the
removal of Gaddafi and the overthrow of the
Libyan state — something that she would use
in her run-up to the general election for
President.

So, in late 2011, there is an internal document
called the Libya Tick Tock that was produced
for Hillary Clinton and it’s the chronological
description of how she was the central figure
in the destruction of the Libyan state, which
resulted in around 40,000 deaths within Libya;
jihadists moved in, ISIS moved in, leading to
the European refugee and migrant crisis.

Not only did you have people fleeing Libya,
people fleeing Syria, the destabilisation of
other African countries as a result of arms
flows, but the Libyan state itself was no longer
able to control the movement of people
through it. Libya faces along to the
Mediterranean and had been effectively the
cork in the bottle of Africa. So all problems,
economic problems and civil war in Africa —
previously people fleeing those problems
didn’t end up in Europe, because Libya
policed the Mediterranean.

That was said explicitly at the time, back in
early 2011 by Gaddafi: ‘What do these
Europeans think they’re doing, trying to bomb
and destroy the Libyan State? There’s going
to be floods of migrants out of Africa and
jihadists into Europe.’

And this is exactly what happened.

John
Pilger:
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You get
complai
nts
from
people
saying,
"What
is Wiki
Leaks
doing?
Are
they
trying
to put
Trump
in the
White
House?
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My answer is that Trump would not be
permitted to win. Why do | say that? Because
he's had every establishment off side; Trump
doesn’t have one establishment, maybe with
the exception of the Evangelicals - if you can
call them an establishment - but banks,
intelligence [agencies], arms companies ... big
foreign money ... are all united behind Hillary
Clinton and the media as well, media owners
and even journalists themselves.
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