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Turnbull’s talk of innovation is hampered
within his own party which is made up
mostly of lawyers with a lack of expertise
in, or appreciation for, STEM fields, writes

Sameer Murthy.

MALCOLM TURNBULL'S push for an
innovation boom is intended to diversify
Australia’s economy since the mining industry
is contracting, as shown by the reduction in
terms of trade and plummeting prices of
commodities.

This idea is strongly supported by accounting
firm, PwG, who believe that by shifting one per
cent of Australia’s workforce into science,
technology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM) roles, a $57.4 billion_increase in GDP
will occur.

This certainly is pushing Australia into
uncharted territory because previously the
"lucky country" was fortunate to have valuable
commodities underground. There was no
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need to foster a real culture of innovation or
entrepreneurship to form the backbone of
Australia’s economy.

While this is an admirable move forward by
Turnbull as he seeks re-election in 2016, there
is a significant problem within his own cabinet.
This is the lack of diversity in educational
backgrounds - let alone STEM fields -with
prominent names like Julie Bishop,
Christopher Pyne and Turnbull himself, all
having law degrees.

Australia is a market-based economy which
limits the government’s role in influencing the
economy but it still has an important role in
guiding overall economic direction.

Therefore, a lack of educational diversity in
cabinet has the possibility to undermine
Turnbull’s ambition to transform Australia’s
economy.

The number of prominent Australian
politicians who have studied law is quite
astonishing. The list includes Julia Gilliard,
Tony Abbott, Bob Hawke, Gough Whitlam and
John Howard. Studying law does provide a
solid basis for politics as it allows an
understanding of society and the Constitution,
breeds good leadership skills and focuses on
the importance of communication. However,
having a cabinet full of lawyers means there is
a lack of familiarity with the all too crucial
STEM Fields.

What the CSIRO job cuts mean for
STEM students. The LNPs ideoligical
war on Science hurts Australia
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