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It is clear, argues Dr David Suzuki, that
during 2015, those who believed in
standing up and speaking out to protect
the planet and its people would be heard
— and governments would respond.

LIKE ANY year, 2015 had its share of good
and bad, tragedy and beauty, hope and
despair. It’s difficult not to get discouraged by
events like the Syrian war and refugee crisis,
violent outbreaks in Beirut, Paris, Burundi, the
U.S. and so many other places, and the
ongoing climate catastrophe.

But responses to these tragedies and
disasters offer hope. It became clear during
2015 that when those who believe in
protecting people and the planet, treating
each other with fairness, respect and kindness
and seeking solutions stand up, speak out and
act for what is right and just, we will be heard.

As Syria descended deeper into chaos during
2015, people in many wealthy nations called
for blocking refugees. But many more opened
their hearts, homes and wallets and showed
compassion. Governments responded by
opening doors to people who have lost
everything, including family and friends, to flee
death and destruction.

The biggest People’s Climate March
ever, and more highlights from last
week #COP21
https://t.co/YDRCYdlhJy 
pic.twitter.com/sA0PTAI4o1

— CoFED (@TheCoFED) December
9, 2015

Shootings and the inevitable absurd
arguments against gun control
continued south of the border, but
many people, including the president,
rallied for an end to the insanity. And
while the U.S. presidential race
remains mired in bigotry, ignorance
and a dumbfounding rejection of
climate science, many U.S. citizens,
including political candidates, are
speaking out for a positive approach
more aligned with America’s
professed values. And in 2015, voters
here and elsewhere rejected fear-
based election campaigns that
promoted continued reliance on
climate-altering coal, oil and gas.

The fossil fuel industry and its
supporters continued to sow doubt
and confusion about the overwhelming

If we want to heal this world
we have so badly damaged,
we must do all we can.
Although many necessary and
profound changes must come
from governments, industry
and other institutions, we can
all do our part. For the climate,
we can conserve energy, eat
less meat, drive less, improve
energy efficiency in our homes
and businesses and continue
to stand up and speak out.

Those who fear and reject
change have always been and
always will be with us. They’ve
argued ending slavery would
destroy the economy; they’ve
claimed putting people on the
moon would be impossible;

That’s not to say
people must always
agree. But racism,
sexism, homophobia,
religious prejudice, the
denial of climate
science and solutions,
and blindness to the
need for gun control
are all irrational.

We can and must
speak louder than
those who would keep
us on a destructive
path despite the
overwhelming
evidence that it’s past
time to shift course.
Events in 2015 taught
us that when those of
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evidence for human-caused climate
change and to rail against solutions,
but many more people marched,
signed petitions, sent letters, talked to
friends and family, demanded action
from political, religious and business
leaders, and got on with innovating
and implementing solutions.

The public appetite for a constructive
approach to global warming led
Canada to shift course in 2015, taking
global warming seriously enough to
make positive contributions at the
Paris climate conference in December.
The resulting agreement won’t lower
emissions enough to prevent
catastrophic warming, but it’s a
significant leap from previous
attempts, and it includes commitments
to improve targets.

"#Canada Sent 383 People to
the UN #climatechange
Conference, More Than 
#Australia, the U.K. and #USA
Together": 
https://t.co/plGq8XVVCX.

— Words & Sounds News
(@WandS_Headlines) 
December 6, 2015

they’ve rejected ending South
Africa’s apartheid system;
they’ve said the Berlin wall
wouldn’t come down.

With today’s technological and
communications advances,
everyone with access to the
Internet can be heard. That’s
good, but people who fear they
have something to lose often
speak loudest, and in the
greatest numbers. I tell people
at the David Suzuki
Foundation, “Don’t read the
comments!” It’s often
disheartening to see online
discourse sink to such
irrational and often idiotic
depths.

But many comments and
efforts to stall or block
necessary progress arise from
fear. People who are afraid
that change might remove or
diminish their privilege — real
or imagined — often do or say
anything to block it.
Unfortunately, those who
benefit most from privilege or
the status quo, even if only in
the short term, often stoke
those fears and uncertainties,
taking advantage of and
manipulating the frightened
and ignorant for political or
economic gain.

#Canada gives $2.65B
compared
to #Australia $1M to
tackle #climatechange
 in developing
countries. We can do
better! 

https://t.co/1gfNFPJO
U0

— Jieh-Yung Lo
(@jiehy
unglo) November 29,
2015

us who care about
humanity and the
planet’s future stand
up and speak out, we
can make this small,
blue world and its
miraculous life and
natural systems a
better place for all.

David Suzuki is a
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broadcaster, author
and co-founder of
the David Suzuki
Foundation. Written
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from David Suzuki
Foundation Senior
Editor Ian
Hanington.

Learn more
at 
www.davidsuzuki.org.
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