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Politicising human rights — what a terrible thing to do

By Martin Hirst
10 June 2015

A growing threat to
democracy is the expansion
of discretionary, often
non-compellable, ministerial
powers that may be
exercised with limited or no
judicial scrutiny.
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When rights are violated, Triggs W\” sav thmgs that Govs may not like to hear. It's her

I' job.

So, the Government says human rights
has become politicised, eh? Dr Martin Hirst
says it's about time.

SO, FINALLY, in 2015 Australia the debate
about human rights has become politicised.

It’s about time really, human rights should be
a very political question. You know, discussing
the politics of who does and who does not
support universal human rights should be
regular dinner time conversation in most
normal families, or pub chatter for the more
inebriated among us.

In any civilised country, one that prides itself
on taking human rights seriously, the
application or removal of those rights should
be a matter of political discourse and close
attention. Which, sadly, leads me to surmise
that Australia today is losing some of its
civility.

Our ability to have a sensible and sensitive
conversation about the importance of human
rights and to debate the failures (or the rare
successes) of our Government (of any stripe)
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in promoting human rights seems to be
diminishing.

Instead, the media thugs and Government
bullies are out to silence one of the last
bastions of criticism of Australia’s uncivil and
inhumane refugee policies and to shut down
debate about the steady erosion of our rights
through the over-reach of surveillance and
through the fear-mongering around terrorism.

#auspol #TheirHRC #Triggs is "ill-
informed, not bullied", says Dutton.

Morrison accuses her as "completely
partisan". http://t.co/lUC4D1ZLAje

— GAThompson (@Gato188) June 9
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If you’re a Coalition supporter, I’'m sure
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