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Abbott should be Closing the Gap, not closing
communities

By Natalie Cromb
12 March 2015

After promising to be a "Prime Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs”, Tony Abbott
copped universal condemnation from
Indigenous leaders of all political stripes
over his claim that it's not the taxpayers'’
job to subsidise Indigenous Australians’
"lifestyle choices". Natalie Cromb reports.

JUST WHEN we thought Colin Barnett
couldn’t sink any lower with his plans to close
up to 150 remote Indigenous communities, he
proves us wrong by implying that child welfare
is the primary reason for the community
closures. Once again, Aboriginal people are
demonized as unfit parents. He is not the only
one vilifying Aboriginal people; Tony Abbott
has come out in support of Barnett and said:

"...what we can't do is endlessly subsidise
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lifestyle choices."

So now, Aboriginal people are unfit parents
and sponging off taxpayers?

The Greens have dubbed his comments as
racist while the Federal Opposition has

demanded an apology from Tony Abbott —

but he remains unabashed by his remarks and
reiterated his message.

In fact, when Tony Abbott was a guest on
Sydney radio station 2GB he told host Alan
Jones he was just being "realistic" and "stating
a general principle".

He went further to state:
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"If you or | chose to live in a very remote
place, to what extent is the taxpayer obliged
to subsidise our services and, | think, this is a
very real question.”

Let's not forget that his is the Prime Minister
who promised before the election that he
would be:

Sure you've all seen this but...ICYMI
Noel Pearson blasts Abbott's 'lifestyle
choice' comments as 'shameless'
http://t.co/N34mIGggw?7

— Gabrielle Chan (@gabriellechan)
March 11, 2015
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— ABC News
(@abcnews) March
11,2015
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