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Bali Nine's Chan and Sukumaran: Tragic pawns in a
political game
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Sukumaran's lawyers have foreshadowed further legal action in the wake of yesterday’s news. Source: News Limited

Speaking today, Tony Abbott said: “Ausualia opposes the death penalty. We oppose
the death penalty for Australians at home and abroad. We obviously respect the legal
systemns of other countries but where there is an attempt to impose the death penalty
on an Australian, we make the swongest possible diplomatic representations. As Julie
Bishop has indicared, thar is happening now.”

Asked today if the executions went ahead, would it affect Australia’s relationship
with Indonesia, Mr Abbot said: “We have a strong parmership with Indonesia. This
is a crivically important relationship ro Ausualia. Our friendship is very important to
Indonesia as well. My profound hope is thar these executions will not go ahead.
What I'm not going to do, though, is jeopardise the relationship with Indonesia. That
would be foolish to jeopardise the relationship with Indonesia and we believe that we
can make the strongest possible representations on behalf of our citizens on death
row in Indonesia while at the same time preserving a strong and constructive
relationship.”

Senior members of the Abbott
Government would rather jockey for
leadership positions and fight for their
own petty political survival than fight for
the lives of the two Bali Nine deathrow
inmates, writes Lyn Bender.

In what may be their last hours, Andrew Chan
and Myuran Sukumaran seem to be
particularly unlucky.

Pawns in a political game for ten years, the

timing of their last appeal for clemency is
particularly catastrophic.

Bali Nine's Chan and Sukumaran: Tragic pawns in a political game

A “terminal” Prime Minister in his own death
throes, who has not demonstrated any
capacity for compassion, has proven little help
in_pleading their case. In my view, he may
have given the final wink and nod to their fate
at the hands of a firing squad, with his

endorsement of Indonesia’s sovereignty
perhaps delivering the critical blow.

Reading between these lines by Prime

Minister Abbott, reported by news.com.au on
8 January 2015 (further context image right):

“My profound hope is that these executions
will not go ahead. What I’'m not going to do,
though, is jeopardise the relationship with
Indonesia. That would be foolish to
jeopardise the relationship with Indonesia
and we believe that we can make the
strongest possible representations on behalf
of our citizens on death row in Indonesia
while at the same time preserving a strong
and constructive relationship.”

How is that for a lukewarm plea?

On palitical death row himself, there is no
shirtfronting by Abbott happening at this
desperate eleventh hour — at least not with
respect to Indonesian authorities .

Tony Abbott comes out fighting as
leadership crisis heats up

http://t.co/WF3ioBIfDx via @smh

— Dave Donovan (@davrosz)
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powerful plea
to save its own.
In fact, it has
delivered them
to their fate.

In perhaps one
of his last acts
as prime
minister, Tony
Abbott could
choose to fight
the noble fight
for the lives of
these two
Australian
citizens. But
instead, he
would rather to
battle for his
own

petty political
survival.

It has been
announced that
the executions
will occur
before the end
of this month.
These men
may not be
saved, but
what of others?

Will Australia
have its act
together next
time?

You can
follow Lyn
Bender on
Twitter

@lynestel.

AFP
role in
ceding
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