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Australia’s Prime Minister, Scott
Morrison, a person who finds the
truth a creature best beaten,
shunned and ignored, is now
moving into what looks like
campaign mode.

At COP26 in Glasgow, he sold the world a
climate change model that kept company with
countries where fumes linger stubbornly and
the fossil fuels burn bravely. He made sure to
do it the "Australian Way", ensuring that
emission reduction targets would not so much
be met as thoroughly “beaten” without the
need for taxes.

He spoke of technology unproven and made
assumptions unfounded.

Prior to heading to Glasgow, Morrison, having
done his bit of crossdressing on the climate
change front, was coy. He refused to reveal
the modelling that went into the fabulous
predictions of net-neutral utopia. But on his
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return, and after any sense of jet lag had been
overcome, he was happy to promote the
scanty details of an enterprise verging on a
hoax.

Such efforts have become the stock and trade
of a man habitually committed to the
advertising message. At best, it is simple
dissimulation; at worse - and here, we find
ourselves on difficult territory - it is
mendacious. Little wonder, then, that critics
have been coming out of late with a sort of
adamant righteousness against the Australian
Prime Minister’s relationship with lying.

French President Emmanuel Macron has led
the pack, letting the world know that he did not
think Morrison was a liar; he knew he

was. Deceived about Australia’s intentions
regarding the now rescinded AU$90 billion
submarine contract between the Naval Group
and Canberra, Macron singled out Morrison in
an impromptu interview with Australian
journalists at the G20 summit in Rome.

The conduct of the Australian Government
had been:

“.. detrimental to the reputation of your
country and your Prime Minister.”

Showing that this was not secret men’s
business, former Australian prime minister
and victim of a palace coup that saw Morrison
come to power, suggested much the same
thing. Australia’s incumbent, claimed Malcolm
Turnbull, had a reputation for being habitually
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https://www.industry.gov.au/sites/default/files/October%202021/document/the-plan-to-deliver-net-zero-the-australian-way.pdf
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/scott-morrison-warned-against-relying-on-unproven-carbon-capture-and-storage-technology/1dc2547b-dcd4-4acf-bed5-04e2ae0ce65a
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-11-01/scott-morrison-in-jam-emmanuel-macron-repair-broken-relationship/100584076
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https://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO2111/S00187/lying-in-public-life-the-scott-morrison-formula.htm
https://www.naa.gov.au/explore-collection/australias-prime-ministers/malcolm-turnbull
https://www.naa.gov.au/explore-collection/australias-prime-ministers/malcolm-turnbull
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/malcolm-turnbull-says-scott-morrison-should-apologise-to-france-for-shameful-behaviour/e1e62ba9-84a1-4228-8cc5-0d7bd9022859

dishonest. His conduct regarding the
submarine deal with France had enhanced
“his reputation for being untrustworthy".

Morrison’s response has been all shrugs. It’s
politics and in the political jungle, the thin
skinned will not outlast those with thick hides.

He said:

“People take sledges at me all the time.”

This gave him ample opportunity to lie about
ever having told a lie. “Have you ever told a lie
in public life?" inquired Melbourne radio host
Neil Mitchell.

Morrison's reply was:

“I don’t believe | have no, no.”
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fact as rising obesity levels in
industrialised states. As that keen
student of totalitarianism, Hannah
Arendt, pondered, factual truth is ever
at the mercy of the lie made in the
name of political power.

She wrote:

'Facts and events are infinitely
more fragile things than
axioms, discoveries, theories,
which are produced by the
human mind.’
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