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Australia caught in the middle of a diplomatic stoush
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Australia is in the crosshairs of the power battle being waged

between China and the U.S. (image by Dan Jensen)

As 2020 becomes 2021, one thing
remains ominously certain: the
Australia-U.S. alliance will continue to
threaten the peace of the region and
Australia's economic security.

Australia’s anti-China stance is set to continue,
regardless of cost.

If anything, even remotely like a real threat existed,
then the alliance might be a good idea. But, since
1951 and ANZUS, Australia has been sending
troops and spending billions of dollars in support of
a range of aggressive U.S. military adventures. Any
objective analysis will show that no threat has ever
been evident.

China is the latest confected threat but as a
Chinese Embassy statement of November 16 said:

"If you make China the enemy, China will
be the enemy".
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https://usa.embassy.gov.au/defence-cooperation
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/anzus#:~:text=The%20Australia%2C%20New%20Zealand%20and%20United%20States%20Security%20Treaty%2C%20or,security%20relationship%20between%20their%20countries.
http://www.smh.com.au/world/asia/if-you-make-china-the-enemy-china-will-be-the-enemy-beijing-s-fresh-threat-to-australia-20201118-p56fqs.html
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk03dEFmDb79vxQqUtgF12Cx-O3ASiw%3A1608086866481&ei=UnXZX72BHfKC4-EPmZGdmAM&q=global+times+china&oq=global+times&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgBMg4IABCxAxCDARDJAxCRAjIKCAAQsQMQgwEQQzIICAAQsQMQgwEyBAgAEAMyAggAMgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIIADICCAA6BAgjECc6CAgAEMkDEJECOgUIABCRAjoFCAAQsQM6BAgAEEM6CgguEMcBEK8BEEM6BAguEEM6BwgAELEDEEM6DQgAELEDEIMBEMkDEEM6CwgAELEDEIMBEJECOggILhDHARCvAVCeGFjAK2DsWGgAcAB4AYABgQaIAZgckgELMi04LjAuMS4xLjGYAQCgAQGqAQdnd3Mtd2l6wAEB&sclient=psy-ab
https://www.9news.com.au/national/china-trade-dispute-no-end-in-sight-expert-says/20000a61-0cbe-49ce-a291-3f0253d8d743
https://www.9news.com.au/national/china-trade-dispute-no-end-in-sight-expert-says/20000a61-0cbe-49ce-a291-3f0253d8d743
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/resources/investment-statistics/statistics-on-who-invests-in-australia
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"Every nation has its own sovereign
right to make decisions for itself and |
suppose Victoria has some rights ... but
every citizen of Australia should know
that every one of those Belt and Road
projects needs to be looked at incredibly
closely.”

This, of course, is not "bullying". Bullying is
what China does. The U.S. engages in
"robust diplomacy".

U.S. Ambassador Arthur Culvahouse saw
the need to further clarify things:

"We have every confidence that
Australia, as a close ally and Five Eyes
partner, would take every measure
necessary to ensure the security of its
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telecommunications networks."

The Australian Government got the
message.

The incoming U.S. President has been
equally unambiguous when he let the world
and the Asia-Pacific region know that
America is "back" and would be leading the
world.

Against such a background of hostility and
threat, Australia becomes a virtual captive
of its relationship with the U.S. This alliance
has been effectively set in concrete by
successive Australian governments since
the signing of the ANZUS treaty.

It is most usually considered first and
foremost in military terms. It is often used to
describe joint defence in times of trouble.

Hugh White in his How to Defend Australia
makes the point that:

'‘America has remained our ally for
so long because the alliance has
cost it very little, and it has helped
support America’s leadership in
Asia.’

Page 2 of 2
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike_Pompeo
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-24/mike-pompeo-warning-over-victoria-belt-and-road-deal/12280956
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/china-s-gateway-daniel-andrews-belt-and-road-pitch-to-beijing-20201002-p561b9.html
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