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  Mining Council CEO, Tania Constable (Screenshot via YouTube)  

Newly-appointed Mining
Council CEO Tania Constable
has been championing nuclear
power at a time when we should
be discussing renewables,
writes Noel Wauchope.

WHAT BAD TIMING. Only in dictatorships – Russia
and China – is nuclear power thriving. In the
Western world, it's problematic due to costs and
waste issues. As for coal, even China is working to
phase it out.

In Australia, renewable energy is going ahead in
leaps and bounds. Our coal-loving Liberal Coalition
Government is so on the nose, they'll be forgotten
men within a few months.

But never mind, Australia's fossil fuel and nuclear

lobbies are on the propaganda trail and they've just
recruited a new puppet, Tania Constable.
Appointed as CEO of the Mining Council in July last
year, Ms Constable's first job is to mouth the
standard pro-coal and nuclear platitudes. Here she
goes...

A headline in the 22 January edition of The Daily
Telegraph reads: ‘Heatwaves proof positive
Australia needs nuclear’.

Upgrades of existing baseload power
stations and an honest conversation about
nuclear power are needed to lower prices
and improve reliability while reducing
emissions: MCA CEO Tania Constable in 
@dailytelegraph today 
https://t.co/pFpI6M4hxS

— MineralsCouncilAust
(@MineralsCouncil) January 21, 2019

In the article, Constable says: “Energy
costs
are
rising
and ren
ewable
s can’t
meet all
our
needs
but a
new ge
neration
of clean
reactors
could.”

She has a bash at the AEMO and
CSIRO, saying they “... missed a

golden
opportunity
of lowering
power
prices,
ensuring
reliability
and
lowering
emissions
through
advanced
coal
technology.”

She is even more
approving of the “new
nukes”: “Nuclear energy

has changed
significantly.
There is now a
family of new
technologies –
small modular
reactors –
leading the way
in cost. These
are readily
deployable and
produce zero
emissions.” 

And here comes
the real, though
actually fanciful,
push: Nuclear

power is
also behind
the new
generation
of
innovative
nuclear
start-ups,
such as Bill
Gates’s
TerraPowe
r and
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‘Heatwaves proof positive Australia needs
nuclear’? No, Tania, proof positive that
Australia needs solar air conditioners. She
seems unaware of the fact that nuclear
power is highly water intensive and subject
to shutdowns due to hot weather.

Ms Constable mourns that:

“The influx of part-time power sources,
such as wind and solar, which make it
more difficult for older baseload power
stations to operate will likely see the
early closure of a number of them well
before 2030.”

So, it's renewable energy's fault that coal is
not doing well? She goes on to enthuse
about “baseload” power — coal, of course.
But that's seen as a myth, nowdays, as 
reliable power is no longer synonymous with
coal.

Tania Constable: It does make
sense to think about nuclear power
and I think it's time to have that
debate again. High power prices
aren't going away and we've seen a
trend toward cleaner energy.
Nuclear has zero emissions.

MORE: https://t.co/ykweMevBOK 
#SkyLiveNow
pic.twitter.com/GHxEuKYujF

— Sky News Australia
(@SkyNewsAust) January 22, 2019

She doesn't mention the high costs
of this advanced coal technology,
needing government subsidy and
the fact that it's not all that clean
anyway.

Now she gets to her main point –
changing the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 – which
happens to be due for review this
year.

“The removal of four words — ‘a
nuclear power plant’ — in
Section 140A(1) (b) would allow
nuclear industries to be
considered for development in
Australia.”

Ms Constable writes approvingly of
nuclear power in countries around
the world - not a mention of the 
financial problems of nuclear power
development in UK and USA, and 
Japan too.  Not a mention of the 
nuclear waste problems.

Happy New All Time Heat
Record, #Adelaide! 
@climatecouncil reckons
this is so serious we should
refuse to consider #nuclear
power in Australia! 
https://t.co/WN313wIh20

— Ben Heard
(@BNW_Ben) January 24,
2019

There is now a family of new
technologies — small
modular reactors? But these
reactors do not actually exist
in a physically tried and
tested operating
form and are far from being
deployed as Ms Constable
implies.    

As to “leading the way on
costs”, this is a pretty
meaningless statement.
Many experts have
investigated this question,
always coming up with the
conclusion that these small
reactors could be
economical only if they were
ordered en masse. This
factor poses difficult
problems in the market and
taxpayer funding would be
essential. The necessity for
safety measures also runs
counter to the need to cut
costs.   

As for “zero emissions”,
there remains the problem of
the entire fuel cycle, from
mining of thorium through
transport, to the reactor and
its waste disposal. Unlike
sun and wind power, the fuel
must continue to be mined
and transported.

Reminder: here's
Warren Mundine
talking absolute crap
against renewables,
and promoting
(ruinously expensive
way too slow to

build) nuclear power.
Nukes for Jervis Bay
sure to go down well
in #Gilmore hey 
@fiboydphillips 
https://t.co/j6idYyLy
eM

— LEAN Australia
(@LEANAustralia) 
January 24, 2019

Transatomic out of MIT.       Australia, with
its educated workforce, established
uranium mines, nuclear research and
university sectors and strong non-
proliferation credentials, would be a partner
of choice for private venture capital-funded
new nuclear energy.

Let's look at this
enthusiastic
statement.

First of all, Bill Gates
has just had the door
slammed on his
TerraPower project.
He's closed it down
for now, but hopes to
find a country that
will back it.

Secondly, 
Transatomic has
also had a big
setback. Its nuclear
start-up folded, in
disarray. 

This company was
spruiked by an
enthusiastic young
woman, Leslie
Dewan. The nuclear
lobby seems to pick
them for the
poisoned chalice of
propaganda work.

Read more by Noel
Wauchope at 
antinuclear.net
 and nuclear-
news.net
 and follow her

on Twitt
er @ChristinaMac1. 

This is what
we're up
against.
Here's the
CEO of the 
@MineralsC
ouncil on the
future of
coal:

"So no we
don’t see a
transition out
of coal in the
short,
medium or
even the
longer term
at this stage"

Your move, 
@bhp & 
@RioTinto
#IPCC 
#1o5C 
#ClimateBre
akdown 
pic.twitter.co
m/sg9cPVzF
eE

— Dan
Gocher (@ju
stdanfornow)
October 16,
2018
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