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Painful price of welfare costs
revealed by federal Treasury
®®e

EMPLOYED Australians are being forced to work nearly three
hours a week to pay the nation’s runaway welfare bill, with
more than half their taxes sucked into social security and
health spending.

If you're a Government
propagandist, the silly season
always provides a happy hunting
ground.

Newsrooms are thinly staffed, and there’s little
beyond the holiday road toll and bushfires to
fill the bulletin until the sports report kicks

in. This means the bar for "news" is set
abnormally low. A perfect time, then, to flick
the "Our-Welfare-Bill-is Out-of-Control" switch.

And so it was that in the cicada-punctuated
slumber between Christmas and New Year
that Murdoch’s Daily Telegraph, the preferred
propaganda arm of the Turnbull Government
in manufacturing kick-down

economics, proclaimed that Australians were
being “forced” to work nearly three hours a
week to pay the nation’s “runaway” welfare
bill. More than half our taxes, the tabloid
hyperventilated, were being “sucked into”
social security and health spending.

Welfare propaganda: Government and media give Australians the forks

Naturally, the commercial television breakfast
news shows (where perfectly coiffed, overpaid
himbos and bimbos multiskill by smiling,
frowning and reading the autocue all at once)
did a ritual rip-and-read straight out of the
Telegraph, of course echoing the mildly
outraged tone of "our money wasted on good-
for-nothing layabouts".

Now, as a former economics journalist, I'm all
for the commercial media giving more time to
tough macro policy stories and less time to
break-and-enters, car crashes out west and
two-headed mongooses, but if they’re going to
meekKly regurgitate this bait-and-switch
bullshit, do you think they could perform even
a cursory journalistic check first?

WHAT THE FORK?

Working Aussies are forking out three
hours of their weekly wage to fund the
nation’s welfare bill.

°The average taxpayer hands over
$83 a week to prop up welfare
recipients.
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— Sunrise (@sunriseon7) December
28, 2017
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