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Men must confront the facts: too
many women are victims of sexual
violence and the vast majority of
their attackers are men known to
them, writes Jonathon Ireland.

IF WE ARE being honest, the sexual
harassment and assault allegations that have
been made against Harvey Weinstein are
hardly earth-shattering. There have been well
publicised rumours about the pervasiveness
of sexual violence and exploitation in
Hollywood for decades. Where there is smoke
there is fire. After all, this is an industry that
celebrates and rehabilitates paedophiles like
Roman Polanski.

#MeToo breaks my heart. Women from
around the world, with their own lives and
stories. Women who will never meet or
interact in passing. Millions of humans
traumatically united by one common
denominator — being the victims of sexual
violence.
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There is no one common story. Some
perpetrators were family, others partners.
Some were their friends or colleagues, others
complete strangers. | have come to learn,
however, that there are three inalienable truths
about sexual violence and these are truths
that us males all must confront.

The truths are relatively simple.

TRUTH #1: SEXUAL VIOLENCE IS
GENDERED

#MeToo isn’t dominated by women because
it isn’t okay for males to be victims of sexual
assault or harassment. It is dominated by
women because sexual violence is
overwhelmingly committed by men, against
women. In cases of sexual assault, 93% of
offenders are male and 82% of victims are
female.

You don’t really see the significance of this
until you flip the statistics. Only 7% of people
who commit sexual assault are women and
only 18% of victims are men.

On top of this, a male victim of sexual assault
is more likely to have been assaulted by
another male than a female. The problem is
one dominantly caused by males and the
victims are predominantly females.

An NYT reader's reaction to #MeToo
messages from women that have
flooded social media
https://t.co/5HfA8S61tR
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— The New York Times (@nytimes)
October 17, 2017
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#MeToo This is so accurate
it's scary to see it summed up
So succinctly
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