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The reds are
Under the beds.

Thought you'd
hever offer.

One of the most frustrating
aspects of following Australian
politics is watching the political
leadership disseminate
misinformation, mainly via legacy
media.

As someone who teaches hundreds of law
students each year, my particular frustration is
that these students have to unlearn so much
of this misinformation before we can properly
study concepts as basic as rule of law itself.

Every week, the most fundamental mechanics
of how law is made, or of democratic theory,
or the values of liberalism, are misstated by
those who are entrusted with law-making
power in a sovereign parliament. These are
broadcast far and wide, as the
pronouncements of a prime minister or
minister (or former prime minister) are
inevitably deemed worthy of prominent
coverage.

Apart from trashing public debate, this
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produces cumulative inefficiencies. Every
week, | have to allocate class time to
debunking ideological nonsense, and
economic illiteracy and historical revisionism
before we can continue with the core task of
learning how the Australian legal system and
its law-making arm (the legislature) works.

A sample of the offerings from this week
includes Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull
equating vandalism with Stalinism and Energy
Minister Josh Frydenberg complaining that
power companies are "gaming the system" by
maximising profits in a system designed for
profit maximisation. It includes serial
misinformation offender Peter Dutton, the
Minister for Immigration and Border
Protection, telling a Sydney shock jock that
Government policy goals are "frustrated" by
the Australian Constitution.

Because of the moral measure of these
terrible people, the smog of these filthy
falsehoods clouds our public debate like the
disgraceful inaction on coal-fired

emissions and nobody in public life has the
capacity or political will to shut it down.

Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg
admits there's 'no silver bullet' to the
nation's power crisis ahead of
meetings with retail chiefs
pic.twitter.com/HISuAxBLDO

— Sky News Australia
(@SkyNewsAust) August 29, 2017
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rule_of_law
https://www.facebook.com/malcolmturnbull/posts/10155761463461579
http://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/am/am/8837010
http://www.minister.border.gov.au/peterdutton/Pages/alan-jones.aspx
https://t.co/Hl5uAxBLD0
https://twitter.com/SkyNewsAust/status/902680656731299841
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29, 2017
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