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Whether Damond’s death is
accounted for in a legal sense will
come down to the standard of
"reasonableness" for acceptable
use of force by police, in a country
where the threshold on such
reasonableness is so ground-
touchingly low as to be liberatingly
violent, writes Dr Binoy Kampmark.

IT PLAYS OUT as a horror story of law
enforcement.

A distress call to the Minneapolis police about
activity taking place behind the house on
Washburn Avenue, possibly a sound of
intercourse, distress, or both, taking place
after 11pm during the night of July 15:

“Hi, I'm, | can hear someone out back and |,
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I'm not sure if she’s having sex or being
raped.”

The caller, Justine Damond, had been
spooked by the commotion. Damond had
called her fiancé in Las Vegas, who had, in
turn, insisted she call the police. When the
officers arrived, an unsuspecting Damond
approached the police vehicle, came up to the
open driver window of Officer Matthew Harrity
and was shot by his partner, Officer Mohamed
Noor.

The unfurling story supplied commentators
with a different combination than the usual
anatomy of an American police

shooting. Characters tend to be slotted along
defined racial and demographic lines — the
indigent black youth butchered in cold blood
by a nerve wracked white officer who finds in
his gun the most persuasive form of
conciliation.

Not so on this occasion. The individual who is
said to have pulled the trigger was a black
Somali-American, whose hiring by the police
department supplied politically correct,
multiculti gold. Similarly, the victim was
atypical for the cultural optics — a white
Australian woman from Sydney, involved in
the Lake Harriet Spiritual Community, all-
healing, all ashram, all therapeutic.

With the reverse racial splash evident in this
incident, comparisons were inevitably
drawn. Now, it was time for the Somali-
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American community to lament.

Minneapolis City Councillor Abdi Warsame
specifically noted remarks made by U.S.
Republican Congresswoman Michele
Bachmann that Noor may have had “cultural”
reasons for gunning down Damond:

“What we are seeing is a lot of rhetoric in the
media where this is a Somali issue, where
this person is a Somali officer.”

Bachmann sports her own extensive laundry
list of laments, specifically about Minnesota’s
shifting demographics:

“Minnesota is a State that now has a
reputation for terrorism.”

Politically correct brigades were attempting to
muzzle those “afraid of being called "racists",
"bigots”, "Islamaphobes".

Fearing nothing of the sort, Bachmann
described Noor as an:

“... affirmative-action hire by the hijab-wearing
Mayor of Minneapolis, Betsy Hodges.”

Gross: Back in spotlight, Michele
Bachmann praises Trump, addresses
Minneapolis police shooting of Justine
Damond https://t.co/uhryrM6gZO

— TAP (@Theresai44) July 20, 2017
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shootings, notably that of
Jamar Clark.

Mayor Hodges insisted that
Harteau hang up her hat as
chief, which she did:

“I've lost confidence in the
Chief’s ability to lead us
further ... It is clear that she
has lost the confidence of the
people of Minneapolis as
well.”

So, it would seem, have
residents in Minneapolis with
the whole law enforcement
apparatus, having found
reform in the police force
lethargic at best, superficial at
worse. Whether Damond’s
death is accounted for in a
legal sense will come down to
the acceptable use of force by
police — one governed by that
ever precarious standard of
‘reasonableness”. (Can a
shooter ever be reasonable?)

In the U.S., the threshold on
such reasonableness is so
ground-touchingly low as to be
liberatingly violent.

Jim Bueermann, former police
chief of Redlands in
California, complained:

“People just say, if a person
was unarmed, why would an
officer have shot him or her?”

Best, then, never to call,
approach or consult an officer
on duty.
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